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Research

» Search for Knowledge

» A careful investigation of inquiry specially through
search for new fact in any branch of knowledge.

®» Research comprises defining and redefining problems,
formulating hypothesis or suggested solutions; collecting,
organizing and evaluation data; making deductions
and researching conclusions; and at last carefully festing
the conclusions to determine whether they fit the
formulating hypothesis.
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Objectives of research

» To gain familiarity with a phenomenon or to achieve new insights
iINto it.

®» Review and synthesize the existing knowledge.
®» |nvestigate some existing situation or problem.
» Offer solution to a problem.

» Fxplore and analyse more general issues.

Construct or create a new procedure or system.
» Generate new knowledge.



Research methods

Descriptive v. Analytical
Applied v. Fundamental
Quantitative v. Qualitative
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Conceptual v. Empirical




Research Methodology

®» Research methods may be understood as all those

methods/techniques that are used for conduction of
research. Eg. Analysis, observation, questionnaire, interview,
survey, case study etc.

Research methodology is a way o systematically solve the
research problem.

Thus when we talk about of research methodology we not
only talk of the research methods but also consider the logic
behind the methods we use in the context of our research
study and explain why we are using a particular method or
technigue and why we are not using others so that research
results are capable of being evaluated either by the
researcher himself or by others.



Types of research methodology

Doctrinal Research Methodology

» A doctrinal research means a research that has been carried out
on a legal proposition or propositions by way of analyzing the
existing statutory provisions and cases by applying the reasoning

power.

Non- Doctrinal Research Methodology

» NMon-doctrinal research, also known as socio-legal research is @
legal research that employs methods taken from other disciplines
to generate empirical data to answer research questions.

» Non-doctrinal approach allows the researcher to perform inter
disciplinary research where he analyses law from the perspective
of other sciences and employs these sciences in the formulation of
the law.




SOURCES OF LEGAL RESEARCH

» The materials used for legal research are generally divided
iINnto two broad categories: primary sources and secondary
sources.

» Primary legal sources are the actual law in the form of
constifutions, court cases, statutes, and administrative rules
and regulations.

» Secondary legal sources may restate the law, but they also
discuss, analyze, describe, explain, or critique it as well.
Secondary sources are used to help locate primary sources of
law, define legal words and phrases, or help in legal research.
In short, anything that is more than the actual law is
considered a secondary source.




PRIMARY SOURCES

Primary law consists of sources that state the actual law. These sources
include:

1.
2.

S 0

Constitution (either federal or state)

Statutes (laws enacted by legislatures); municipal codes (enacted by
States/local councils)

Cases (opinions handed down by courts)

Rules and Regulations (established by administrative government
agencies)

Treaties- Eg. [Geneva Convention, North American Free Trade
Agreement, Worldwide Chemical Weapons Convention)



Secondary sources

Secondary sources consists of sources that explain, criticize, discuss,
or help locate primary law. Examples of secondary legal sources
include:

Legal dictionaries [Black's Law Dictionary, Nolo's Plain English Law
Dictionary]

Legal encyclopedias and digests [Gale Encyclopedia of American
Law, American Jurisprudence, Washington Digest]

Law reviews and journals [Virginia Law Review, Seattle University
Law Review, Yale Law Journal]

Legal Books or Commentaries
Manuals and guides on how to practice law



Purpose of Project Work writing

» Writing a Project Work report on a specific topic enables the
student to improve the language skills, infellectual enquiry,
organizing the matter and analysis.

» “Writing makes an exact man” (Francis Bacon). In searching
and collecting sources for the topic, choosing relevant
information and discording the irrelevant, understanding and
nalyzing the subject matter and organizing the same into a
final report, the author passes through a rigorous process of
intellectual challenge and learning.

®» The student is expected to move away from total dependence
on formal/class room teaching to elevate oneself to higher
learning through self-discipline and critical intellectual enquiry.
Project Work is the best opportunity to channelize one’s
Intellectual energies and enhance research abilifies.



Draft Project Work Proposal

Draft Project Work Proposal should contain the following components:

a. Introduction: The researcher is required to infroduce the subject
and the issue involved in brief.

b. Statement of Problem: The researcher is required to explain the
debatable issue involved in a research topic. Such issues could
e single or multiple.

Research Questions: A research question is an answerable inquiry
INfo a specific concern or issue. It is the Initial step in a Project
Work . The 'initial step’ means after you have an idea of what you
want to study, the research question is the first active step in the
Project Work .



d. Hypothesis: A research hypothesis is the statement created by
researchers when they speculate upon the outcome of a research or
experiment. It is an assumption with which the researcher begins its
research and throughout the Project Work , the researcher should seek to
prove or disprove the hypothesis.

e. Research Methodology: The method that the researcher adopts to
conduct a research i.e. doctrinal or non-docftrinal or empirical. The
resgarcher has to state along with the method the justification of using

thé method in a Project Work . Please note that the researcher can use a

ombination of both the methods as long as the researcher is able to

justify the usage of the combined method.

Research Plan / Tentative Chapterization: The researcher is required to
briefly state how the researcher infends to go about the research. The
researcher is required to categorize the Project Work into broad chapter
and provide a gist of contents that the researcher intfends to include in
each chapter.




Guidelines for Project Work

» Fach student has to submit one Project Work per subject.

» The Project work should be a complete original work of the
student.

» One student should work individually on one Project Work. Co-
thored or multiple authored Project Work will not be
accepted.

» Fach student has to submit a Project Proposal 1o the Cenftre for
the purposes for verification.

» Fach Project Work carries 30 Marks.



Format of the Final Project Work

The research paper should mandatorily contain the following
components which will precede the content / chapters of the
research paper / Project Work :

» Cover Page

»Table of Contents / Index

able of Cases(if any)

» Table of Staftutes(if any)

®» | st of Figures (if any)

» Chapters

» Bibliography




Content of the Final Project Work

» Chapter | ;. Final Project Work Proposal (the proposal revised
after the suggestions, if any.)

» Chapter II: Historical Background / Evolution of the issue behind
the Project Work topic

Chapter lll: Nature and Scope of the Project Work Topic. The
researcher is required to elaborately discuss the Project Work
topic.

» Chapter IV: Crifical Analysis of the Issue involved. The researcher
Is required to apply the existing laws to the issue behind the
Project Work topic and identify the regulatory gaps.



Continued....

» Chapter V: Impact of the regulatory gaps or grey areas so
developed and examine the future prospects of the issue.

» Chapter VI. Conclusion and Suggestion: Conclusion should
mmarize your main arguments and please do not open
any new arguments in the conclusion. Suggestion should be
supported with feasible reasons and justifications

lease note that these chapters are a tentative outline in order
to give the researcher an idea. Barring the first and the last
chapter, the researcher is free to change the above mentioned
chapterization depending upon the requirement of the research
topic.




Footnotes and Bibliography

®»[oofnotes should be placed at the end of
the page.

»Bibliography should come atf the end of the
Project Works.




Main Text & Chapter Heading

» Main Text: Font: Times New Roman, Size: 12,
Spacing: 1.5, Alignment: Justified.

Chapter Heading: Times New Roman, Size: 12,
Spacing 1.5, Alignment: Justified.




Word Limit of Final Project Work

»Word Limit of Final Project Work: Around 3500-
5000 words (12-15 pages)

LEASE PROVIDE YOUR OWN INTERPRETATION AND
ANALYSIS OF THE TOPICS THAT HAVE BEEN ALLOTTED TO
YOU, FOR YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT WORK.




» Foreign Words should be italicized. Eg: Sui generis, ipso
facto, de facto.

» Direct Quotations should be used in double quotes (¥ V')
» P

» Please do not have addifional decorative cover pages
pictures or borders.

se do not number paragraphs

» Plegse do not get emotional in the research papers /
Project Work. Your arguments and opinions should be
supported by reasons and justifications.



Check List for Researcher

Before making the final subbmission the researcher must
check whether their Project Work has achieved the
following:

»[Does the research work developed a new
concepte Is it originale

®|s the research methodology appropriate and
sounde Is it a new methodology or an
Improvement over existing methodology<¢

®Does it present a new solution/analysis fo a
significant problemyze



Continued....

®»Does It enhance understanding of existing
situation / problem or generate new
hypotheses or provide directions for future
researche

Does it discuss practical implications and
provide a framework to implement
suggestions?

®|s the presentation lucid and scholarlye
® (s T a significant contributione




Project/Assignment Marks Breakup

Infroduction and Statement 4
of Problem
Research Questions, 3
Hypothesis & Research

Final Project/Assignment Methodology
Work Research Plan/Tentative 3

Chapterisation
Format & Structure 4
Content 10

Conclusion & Suggestions

Footnotes & Bibliography 3
Total Marks 30




Project deadlines

» To be submitted at cadlassignments@nalsar.ac.in

» | gst Date to change the Project Topic- as indicated in
email

» | st Date to Submit Project Proposals- as indicated in
email

» | st Date to Submit Final Projects- as indicated in email



THANK YOU
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